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East Michigan Chapter A&WMA Science Fair Winners 

(By Greg Ryan, DTE) 

Congratulations to the ten junior and senior 

high school students who were selected by 

our AWMA chapter judges to receive the 

Chapterôs Outstanding Environmental Project 

Awards.  Volunteer Chapter judges selected 

these outstanding science fair projects during 

March at regional fairs in Ann Arbor, De-

troit, Flint, and Saginaw.  Each winner and 

his/her sponsor (or a parent) are invited to the 

Chapterôs annual Spring Conference to par-

ticipate in the awards luncheon. 

 

The East Michigan Chapter is involved in 

Science Fairs because we feel it is important 

to recognize the efforts of students that enter 

projects in the field of environmental engi-

neering and science.  We hope that our sup-

port of science fairs will encourage ongoing 

interest in environmental activities and                                                  

Part 201 of the Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA) estab-

lishes Michiganôs clean up program for contaminated sites.  Part 201 was enacted in 1995 as a ma-

jor revision to Michiganôs prior clean up law, ñAct 307.ò  A comprehensive set of rules implement-

ing Part 201 was adopted in 2002 after a long development process.  In 2005, in response to con-

cerns that Part 201 was not fully meeting its objective of promoting clean up of hazardous sites in 

Michigan in an efficient and cost effective manner, MDEQ convened a stakeholders group to re-

view the Part 201 process.  In January 2006 that group recommended that a more comprehensive 

review of opportunities to improve Part 201 be continued. 

 

To that end, in September 2006, MDEQ convened four work groups to address four topics: revising 

Part 201ôs liability scheme and encouraging compliance with the Actôs requirement that liable par-

ties initiate cleanups; streamlining and improving the Stateôs brownfields program; reducing the 

technical complexity of Part 201ôs rules; and simplifying MDEQôs administration of Part 201.  The 

work groups include stakeholders from MDEQ, business, environmental consultants, environ-

mental groups and the legal community.  The meetings were open to the public.  The work groups 

were facilitated by Public Sector Consultants which has been charged with summarizing the recom-

mendations of each of the work groups.  Each work group has met four or five times since the first 

meeting in September 2006..  Although MDEQ promised to post all proceedings of the groups on 

the MDEQ website, only a limited amount of information from early work group meetings is avail-

able at http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3311_4109_9846_9847-154288--,00.html 
   (Continued, please see ñReforms for Michiganôs Part 201 Clean Upò on page 6)  

Volunteer AWMA judges at the Science and Engineering Fair 
1st row left to right: Kristen Mosczynski, Shamille Lewis, 

Tammy Rabideau, Phillis Rynne, Elgina McCoy  

2nd row left to right: Gerald Tiernan, Wayne Geisert, Rick Dun-
kin, Mike Gerdenich, and Greg Ryan 

(Continued, please see ñA&WMA Science Fair Winnersò on page 5)  
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